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Departures — September 2009

[The Deconstruction]|

Miami: The W South Beach

ooks matter 1n Miarm. So when developer David Edelstein created the W South Beach, which openedin July on Collins
Avenue, on the edge of the Art Deco Distnict, he knew he had to assemble a team of aesthenc stars Ultimately he com-
missicned six designers and artists to contribute to the project, asking them to work on 1ts gardens, guest rooms, public
spaces, and art collection. Here's our “loak™ at the names behind the walls of the new 20-story tower.

—NANDITA KHANNA

PHOTOGRAPHS Rock-androll photog-
rapher Danny Clinch, whose images of
Johnny Cash, Bob Dylan, 2nd the like have
zppeared in Roling Stane, opened up his
archive to Edelstein who selected sbout
20 photas—= mix of blazk-and-white and
<olor images—that are hung throughaut

GUEST ROOMS Melding the W Hatel's urbanity with
their own streemlined design =pproach, dug George
Yabu and Glenn Pushelberg of Yabu Pushelberg
produced spaces that whisper rather than bellow with
steekgray velvet, black lacquer, and chrome fixtures.
Ezchof the 312 guest rooms—the smzllest is 574
square feet-has 2 glass balcony and floorto-zeiling

the public spaces 2nd quest rooms. windows. "It's like you're in your own version of Philip
Johnsan’s Glass House." s2ys Edelstein. Details like
<roc-embaossed lesther armehairs, pony-hsir rugs,
and gray-and-black Cippolino Itzlian marble reflect

I Yabu Pushelberg's signsture interplay of textures.

PUBLIC SPACES Once 2 member
of the W's in-house tesm, Anna
Busta lsunched her own company,
Studio B Design, in 2005, For the
hotel's outdoor Grove, the Mediter-
ranean-inflected Soles restzurant,
=nd the sleek book-matched
marble and bronze-screened lobby,
she played with materizls and
depth, mixing bsute furniture
from the likes of B&E Italiz and
Czppellini with fles market finds,
her own zustom pieces, and discov-
eries from the Mizmi Design Dis-
trict. Busta describes the eclectic
result s “contemporary with =
Frenzh bohemizn flsir®

FACADE Architect
Costas Kondylisand
his team took cues
from the rigoous
geometrc patterns
of Fiet Mondrizn's
paintings. The out-
come is 2 glass-znd-
white-stucco exte-
riog with each room
angled for unob-
structed ocesn views.

MR CHOW Husband-and-wife team
Michael and Eva Chow opened their
fifth outpost of Mr Chow in August. The
sleek 312-seat restaurant inclodes 2n
outdoor patio that Evadesigned with
seven cabanas that seat up to 12 people
for private dinners or cockizils.

GARDENS The South of France
served a5 the inspiration for
artist and landscape designer
Paula Hayes's tzke on the hotel's
zlfresco Grove. Hayes used
native South Floridz plants like
ses grape trees and swamp lity
to form what she <zlls “s vividly
green nest,” where quests order
cocktzils {pinezpple-infused
rum =nd red pepper-sasked
zachaga) and snacks {zhi tunzs
mini tscos, Kobe burgers).

From $580 for a standacd coom. A Z201Callins Ave.; 3OS 938 3000 wholtelscom
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